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DEAN'S MESSAGE
Dr. Thomas Traynor

Last month, the Wright State University
community experienced the annual high point
of the academic year with Spring
Commencement on May 4. Among the more
than 2,000 degrees granted were those earned
by 314 new graduates from the Raj Soin
College of Business. Congratulations to those
students, as well as their families and friends,
as they launch their post-graduate lives!
As most of you know, the month of May also brought tragedy to our
community as multiple tornados on Memorial Day night brought extensive
damage to the 16 Ohio counties that make up “Raider Country.” Many
students, alumni, faculty, and staff have suffered significant and, in some
cases, life-altering damage to their homes. Wright State student
organizations, employees, and alumni have provided countless hours of
volunteer support for the cleanup efforts. The Wright State Alumni
Association created the Wright State Disaster Relief Fund to help impacted
Wright State students, faculty, staff, and alumni.

To donate, please click on the button below:

DONATE to the Wright State Disaster Relief Fund

Management Information
Systems program ranked No. 1
in the nation for military
veterans

Wright State University’s Management
Information Systems program is ranked No.
1 in the nation in providing a quality
education for military veterans.

READ MORE >>

Wright State senior Kareem
Garrett is driven to serve

Kareem Garrett, a senior human
resources management major, has
found great success at Wright State
University. He has learned a multitude
of life lessons from his professors and
has taken strides to apply everything
he’s learned to both his workplace and
his home.

READ MORE >>

More than 300 graduate from
Raj Soin College of Business

Graduating students and their families
celebrated the culmination of their
education at Wright State on May 4 at
the 2019 spring commencement
ceremony at the Wright State Nutter
Center.

READ MORE >>
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Jim Hannah

Wright State
University’s Management Information Systems program is ranked No. 1 in the nation
in providing a quality education for military veterans, according to College Factual, a
college choice organization that evaluates hundreds of universities.
In its 2019 rankings, College Factual gave the Raj Soin College of Business’ bachelor
of science program the top spot among the management information systems of 147
colleges and universities it reviewed. That is up from No. 3 the previous year.
Wright State also ranked No. 1 for the second year in a row out of the eight Ohio
colleges and universities reviewed.
“Wright State places a high priority on serving the people of our region and we
recognize that many of these people are veterans,” said Lindsay Miller, the
university’s interim chief diversity officer. “We take pride in being able to serve them
holistically, not only with great academic programs such as this but also with
exemplary support services from our Veteran and Military Center.”
The rankings were developed to highlight schools that offer quality outcomes in a
specific major while also offering support and resources to help veterans and activeduty military students thrive.
“Wright State has made an intentional commitment to ensuring that student
veterans have a school that takes their well-being seriously and makes them feel like
they belong,” said Seth Gordon, director of the Wright State Veteran and Military
Center. “These accolades affirm that investment.”

In compiling the rankings, College Factual considered the size and percentage of the
veteran population, tuition affordability, resources available to veterans, complaints
submitted by veterans and overall university quality.
Wright State’s Management Information Systems program is designed for students
looking to work in businesses, nonprofits and government agencies increasingly
relying on data to drive decision-making and increase productivity.
The program offers a broad education in core business skills such as accounting,
finance, marketing, management and operations management along with
emphasizing business and organizational studies and information systems
technology.
Based on PayScale survey data, a student who graduates from Wright State with a
degree in MIS realizes average early-career earnings of $48,000 a year and average
mid-career earnings of $91,000.
It was the first business school program in Ohio accredited by the Computer
Accreditation Commission of Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology
(ABET) and one of the first 20 programs nationally to achieve this accreditation.
“We have long known about the outstanding work done by the faculty, staff and
students involved in the MIS major and in supporting veterans and active duty
military personnel at Wright State,” said Thomas Traynor, interim dean of the Raj
Soin College of Business. “The employers of our graduates tell us so and back up
their words with great starting job offers and outstanding career advancement
outcomes. I am very pleased, but not at all surprised that this success has garnered
this independently determined national recognition.”
College Factual, located in Troy, New York, is a source of data analytics and insights
on college outcomes, covering more than 2,500 colleges and universities and over
350 college majors. Its analysis is available to students from over 50 countries
interested in pursuing accredited college degree programs in the United States.

Micah Karr

Wright State senior Kareem Garrett, who majors in human resources management,
tries to be the “best I can be in the moment.”
Kareem Garrett, a senior human resources management major, has found great
success at Wright State University. He has learned a multitude of life lessons from
his professors and has taken strides to apply everything he’s learned to both his
workplace and his home.
Before Garrett majored in human resources and management, he took biological
sciences and nursing prerequisite classes. He was drawn to pursuing a career in
business after working with Wright State in several areas, including tutoring, study
coaching and strategic planning for the Academic Success Centers, as well as
studying abroad in Mexico.
“Business is something I saw myself excelling at and growing professionally,” he said.
“I’m able to take what I learn in school home and practice it in real life.”
Throughout Garrett’s time at Wright State, his professors in the Raj Soin College of
Business have gone above and beyond teaching not only class material but also life
skills, including learning about available opportunities for work, goal-setting and
motivating teams.

Garrett is an intern at Lexis Nexis, where he works in human resources supporting
about 2,000 employees as needed. His job is to ensure employees are invigorated
and engaged by the work they do.
“I try to make a culture where people feel appreciated and important so they value
the work they do,” he said. “That’s what I learned in school, how to get people excited
and how to make people inclined to be their best self.”
Garrett said one of his driving principles is that of serving others. In the past, he has
been a server and has studied nursing, both of which revolve around serving others.
His work in human resources also focuses on helping others.
One of the ways Garrett uses his business expertise is social media. He is an
influencer on Instagram with several hundred followers. He also collaborated with a
friend who works for the City of Dayton on a social media campaign encouraging
people to vote in the most recent election.
After graduation on May 4, Garrett intends to go to graduate school to study
management. While he is keeping his options open, his career goal is clear.
“I would like to work in an organization where I can make a positive impact on the
employees,” he said. “You never know who you’ll meet tomorrow, you never know
what opportunities will arise tomorrow. I try to be the best I can be in the moment.”

Seth Bauguess

Amanda Wright Lane is the fourth member of the Wright family to receive an
honorary degree from Wright State.
Graduating students and their families celebrated the culmination of their education
at Wright State University May 4 at the 2019 spring commencement ceremony at the
Wright State Nutter Center.
Wright State University President Cheryl B. Schrader addressed the class by focusing
on many of the graduates’ achievements in the last year.
“Class of 2019, each of you has left your own unique mark on our Wright State family
and community,” said Schrader.
View the Newsroom’s spring commencement photo gallery.
Schrader shared unique stories of achievement from three standout graduates and
praised students from the university’s Model UN team and athletics teams, among
others, for their extraordinary accomplishments.
Wright State also awarded an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to Amanda
Wright Lane, great grandniece of Wilbur and Orville Wright and an enthusiastic

supporter of the university. Read more about Wright Lane.
“My message to you today is this is a launch from the family that got you here,
whether it was your biological family, your community family, your Wright State
family,” Wright Lane said. “…This is the day you begin to discover your future family,
to meet the individuals who will continue to support your dreams, and if they are
worth their salt, the folks that will challenge your dreams as well.”
In her address Wright Lane spoke at length about her great granduncles Orville and
Wilbur Wright.
“Earlier I mentioned that Uncles Orv and Will knew you,” Wright Lane said. “They
were always looking at the horizon when they flew, they always saw promise in what
was ahead. Uncle Will stated, ‘We have seen the future, and it is magnificent … only
let us hurry and open all roads.’ He saw you. The Wright brothers saw you. They saw
the boundaries you will break with an avalanche of ideas that you haven’t even had
yet.”

The spring class of
2019 included 2,072 graduates. Wright State awarded 22 associate degrees, 1,457
bachelor’s degrees, 592 master’s and 25 doctoral degrees.
Graduates hail from 63 Ohio counties, including 1,913 from the 16 counties anchored
by Wright State’s Dayton and Lake campuses. Graduates come from 27 total states.
The class includes 146 international students from 34 nations, with India boasting
the largest number of foreign graduates with 55. A majority of graduates, 1,118, are
women. Graduating students range in age from 19 to 70.
Graduates by college:
College of Education and Human Services: 372
College of Engineering and Computer Science: 410
College of Liberal Arts: 487
College of Nursing and Health: 110
College of Science and Mathematics: 311

Raj Soin College of Business: 314
Boonshoft School of Medicine: 31 (master’s degree only)
The Lake Campus held its commencement ceremony on May 2 at Romer’s Catering
in Celina. One hundred seventy-seven degrees were conferred upon the Lake Campus
class of 2019, with 75 participants. The Lake Campus ceremony recognized students
completing Lake Campus programs of study and the programs of study authorized by
the Ohio Department of Education to be offered at Lake Campus.

Notable graduates
Meet three graduating students who shined during their time at Wright State:
Health department

Katelyn Howard, a sports science major, plans to pursue a career as a physical
therapist.
As a freshman, Katelyn Howard was inspired to pursue a career as a physical
therapist when her health professor said: “Any area in the medical field is about
teaching people to live better lives.”
As a sports science major, Howard interned with and was hired full-time at Maple
Tree Cancer Alliance, which provides free exercise, nutritional guidance and
fellowship to cancer patients.
Most of her patients see a drastic increase in strength and endurance after only three
months of exercising. That coupled with mental and emotional support sends their
confidence soaring, she said.
“Exercise is medicine,” she said. “Physically we’re there to help them get stronger,
regain their balance, regain their strength and mobility. But mentally and
emotionally is where it goes deeper.”

Howard also interned at the NeuroRehab and Balance Center at Southview Medical
Center, working with stroke, Parkinson’s and Huntington’s patients. She spent a lot
of time in the Wright State Physicians Building, where many athletic training classes
are held, and researched arthritis of the knees, exploring how exercise can improve
range of motion.
“I learned how important physical therapy is in managing illnesses or doing
rehabilitation after a surgical procedure and prehabilitation before a procedure,” she
said. “I learned how important the work is in serving the community. The need for it
is so high.”
She has also taken advantage of opportunities to pursue leadership roles at Wright
State. Howard was an honors student, served as president of the Dean’s Student
Advisory Board in the College of Education and Human Services and the campus
chapter of Habitat for Humanity, and was director of philanthropy for the ’67
Society. She also played co-ed basketball and other intramural sports and was a
campus tour guide for two years.
“Acting as the face and voice of the university was a really great experience,” she said.
After graduation, Howard plans to pursue a doctorate in physical therapy.
‘I am a warrior’

Nerissa Jheanele, a theatre studies major, conceived a dance piece and wrote a play
movie script and the book and lyrics for a musical at Wright State.
Nerissa Jheanele, a theatre studies major who has cerebral palsy, has created a
dazzling array of work during her time at Wright State. She has written a play that
was produced as a staged reading, conceived a dance piece, created a movie script
and written the book and lyrics for a musical.
Stuart McDowell, professor and artistic director of the Department of Theatre, Dance
and Motion Pictures, said Jheanele has created a body of work unlike any other he

has seen in his two dozen years as teacher and administrator.
“In each of these creations — a play, a dance, a movie, a musical — this remarkable
young lady has found a voice that is both insightful and profound,” said McDowell.
“It’s a voice that speaks to us, to challenge us, to bring us to a greater understanding
of something that is beyond the experience of most of us. It goes to the heart of what
creative expression should be — something quite extraordinary.”
Jheanele hopes to pursue a career as an actor and entertainer.
Her autobiographical drama, “I Am A Warrior,” was staged as a reading in the fall of
2017. The following spring, she created a dance piece, “Becoming a Skyscraper
Again,” which was brought to life by senior dance major Halle Augenstein. The dance
was turned into a video by motion pictures major Jeff Gardina.
Jheanele collaborated with theatre studies major Monica Impson on Jheanele’s
original musical “The Purpose of a Warrior Princess,” which received a staged
reading in the Directing Lab in the Creative Arts Center.
In “I Am A Warrior,” Jheanele created the character of Nunu, a 22-year-old woman
with cerebral palsy who is unflagging in her quest to discover who she is and where
she came from. In the final scene, Nunu says to the audience: “I overcame a lot and I
know why God has given me a place on this earth, to give each of you this message:
No matter what, you can overcome obstacles and challenges. I am living proof of
that. I am a warrior.”
Flight path

While his dream is to become an Air Force pilot, Beaver believes having a mass
communication degree is a great fallback.
Brody Beaver, a mass communication major, is determined to become an Air Force
pilot.
He enlisted in the Air Force helping flight crews with logistics, earned his private

pilot’s license, has written articles on aviation history and even has his own
photography business using drones.
“I’m continuing to set myself up for success to be a pilot for the Air Force — my
childhood dream,” he said.
A first-generation college graduate, Beaver is glad he attended Wright State. “Wright
State and the Dayton area have been instrumental in my education and passion for
aviation, especially the Special Collections and Archives, Wright Brother
photos/items around campus, the Air Force museum and the C-17s flying over the
university,” he said.
While his dream is to become an Air Force pilot, Beaver believes having a mass
communication degree is beneficial to becoming a leader and officer.
“I think being a mass communication major has enabled me to relate to people and
better understand where people come from, especially when it comes to their
backgrounds and effectively communicating with everyone,” he said.
Beaver says Wright State has set him up for success in communication. “My
professors have been very caring, and it’s genuine. They really care about my
success,” he said. “They are the ones referring me to the right people for these job
opportunities. And they are the right mentors to help guide me. It’s great to have that
support system.”
Beaver worked with Wright State’s Special Collections and Archives, writing articles
about artifacts found in the archives. “We have the largest Wright brothers collection
in the world,” he said. “I would love for people to just check it out. When you’re an
aviation junkie, you pretty much live in the archives.”
Beaver also volunteered at the National Museum of the United States Air Force,
helping teach children the basics of flying in a flight simulator. After earning his
commercial drone license, he started his own business called Just Drone It, taking
aerial photos and videos for real estate agents’ listings and for weddings and other
family functions.
After graduation, he plans to further his career in the Air Force and will apply for
pilot positions. He hopes to fly C-17 transport aircraft at Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base or KC-135 aerial refueling aircraft out of Columbus.

